
TENNESSEE’S  
FOOD PRODUCTS INDUSTRY 

 
 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 

Employment (Thous) 35.9 37.4 38.4 39.7 40.8 40.8 40.7 40.8 41.0 41.1 
% Change 0.99 4.14 2.70 3.50 2.77 0.08 -0.32 0.31 0.32 0.31 
           
Output ($Millions) 2,959 3,162 3,467 3,625 3,620 3,611 3,632 3,676 3,737 3,796 
% Change 9.59 6.86 9.65 4.56 -0.14 -0.24 0.57 1.22 1.65 1.59 
           
Avg. Wage ($Thous) 32.0 33.0 33.7 34.7 34.2* 34.5*     
% Change 3.4 4.2 3.0 2.1 1.5      
           
New Projects:           
Number of Projects 3 1 3 3 2 0     
Investment ($Mil) 39.2 21.5 4.0 1.6 121.7 --     
New Jobs 143 408 60 67 248 --     
           
Expansions:           
Number of Projects 47 77 53 63 60 41     
Investment ($Mil) 262.2 408.8 293.0 274.0 418.4 175.4     
New Jobs 582 1,856 1,883 1,620 723 617     
           
Exports ($Mil)  395.0 498.0 488.0 230.0 432.2     
% Change  -- 26.1 -2.0 -52.9 87.9     
           
           
           
Top 5 Countries of Destination by 2002 Exports ($Mil)           
 1. UK 66.5        
 2. Canada 63.6        
 3. Germany 31.1        
 4. Japan 25.4        
 5. Spain. 21.5        
*2001 & 2002 wages based on NAICS and exclude the manufacture of beverages.  2002 projected. 
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TOP TWENTY EMPLOYERS 
 

Company City County Employees 
McKee Foods Corp. Collegedale Hamilton 3,500 
IBP Inc. Goodlettsville Davidson 2,300 
Perdue Farms Inc. Monterey Putnam 2,200 
Proctor & Gamble Manufacturing Jackson Madison 1,300 
Russell Stover Candies Inc. Cookeville Putnam 1,200 
Tyson Foods Inc. Union City Obion 1,200 
Tyson Foods Inc. Shelbyville Bedford 1,100 
Jimmy Dean Foods Newbern Dyer 915 
Master Foods USA Cleveland Bradley 800 
Wonder Hostess & Dolly Madison Memphis Shelby 800 
Lily White Foods Knoxville Knox 750 
Koch Foods LLC Morristown Hamblen 627 
Brach’s Confections Inc. Chattanooga Hamilton 600 
Coors Brewing Co. Memphis Shelby 600 
Mayfield Dairy Farms Inc. Athens McMinn  600 
Aurora Foods Inc. Jackson Madison  500 
ConAgra Food Products Newport Cocke 500 
Frito-Lay Inc. Pulaski Giles 500 



Pictsweet Frozen Foods Bells Crockett 500 
Frito-Lay Fayetteville Lincoln 450 

 
 
 

   
 

 


